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224 Sargent Road 

Full Demolition March 2021 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:    224 Sargent Road 

Applicant:    David and Christine Ament 

Building Type:   House (full), Shed (full) 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  Green Hill NRD 
 

 

 

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
The 2 1/2 story Post medieval English Revival style home at 224 Sargent Road was built in 1928, designed by Henry & 

Richmond and built by H.H. Hawkins & Sons.  The main façade of the home faces Warren Street, reflecting the original 

Address at 176 Warren Street which was used until at least 1961.  The 5 bay façade has an overhanging second story with 

decorative pendants, a detail characteristic of Post medieval homes built in Massachusetts and Connecticut in the 17th 

century.  The transom window over the entry door, the pair of small casements flanking the door and the cornice trim 

above these are not features characteristic of the style. The roof pitch is lower than Colonial examples were, a common 

variation once thatch was replaced with more durable roofing materials, such as the slate used on this home. 

 

The property itself of 224 Sargent Road was once a part of the Sargent Estate, first pieced together and owned by Ignatius 

Sargent, and then his son, Charles Sprague Sargent. The house is located in the approximate location of the original entry 

drive to Ignatius Sargentôs home at 209 Sargent Road. Holm Lea, as it was known as, was subdivided by the 

grandchildren of Ignatius beginning after Charles Sprague Sargentôs death in 1927.  The building permit for 224 Sargent 

Road was issued while the Sargent family still owned the home, and while zoning in Brookline had been in place since 

1922, deeds for newly created lots included thirty year conditions on any future development.  

 

The first owners of the home were George Atherton Vose and his wife Carrie (Grace) Cushing Vose.  George was a piano 

manufacturer, owner of the Vose & Sons Piano Co. founded by his grandfather James Whiting Vose in 1851.  The 

company had a reputation for building high quality square grand and upright pianos throughout the 19th century.  After 

1900, the firm added grand pianos and player pianos to their product line and enjoyed great success.  In the 1920s, Vose & 

Sons built a new state-of-the-art factory in Watertown, Greater Boston.  Not long after, the Great Depression hit and the 

firm was absorbed into the Aeolian-American Corporation.  Aeolian continued to build pianos under the Vose & Sons 

brand name until going out of business in the 1980s. 

https://antiquepianoshop.com/online-museum/aeolian/
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In addition to 224 Sargent Road, the Boston firm of Henry & Richmond designed some of the earliest houses in the 

Sargent Estate area, from 1927 to 1929: 120 Codman Road (originally known as 374 Walnut Street), 50 Sargent 

Crossway, 56 Sargent Crossway, and 47 Sargent Road. Ralph Coolidge Henry and Henry P. Richmond had been 

associated with the architecture practice of Guy Lowell, designer of the large renovation of 186 Warren Street, since its 

inception in 1900, and assumed the leadership of the practice after Lowellôs untimely death in 1927.  Guy Lowell, a 

resident of Chestnut Place during his lifetime, was a brother-in-law of Charles S. Sargent Jr. and Alice Sargent. 

 

Changes to the property include a 5ôx14ô extension of the living room in 1936; the addition of 3 dormers in 1937; a two 

story addition with a pitched slate roof which extended the dining room and bedroom in 1938; a complete systems update 

in 1961 which replaced all plumbing, wiring, heating and windows in the house; the conversion of the garage to living 

space and the addition of a mudroom in 2009. A shed, possibly a former chicken coop, is also located on the property; 

however no information was available regarding the structure.  

  

The buildings at 224 Sargent Road meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

b. The buildings are listed on or is within an area listed on the National or State Registers of Historic Places; is eligible for 

listing on the National or State Registers of historic places; or is a building for which a preliminary determination of 

eligibility has been made by the Massachusetts Historical Commission;  

 

c. The buildings are associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the town or Commonwealth; and 

 

d. The buildings are historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The building at 224 Sargent Road retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and workmanship. 

 

 
Aerial view of 224 Sargent Road, looking east. 
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Aerial view of 224 Sargent Road, looking north. 

 

 

 

Aerial view of 224 Sargent Road, looking west. 
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Aerial view of 224 Sargent Road, looking south. 
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Photograph of the house facing Sargent Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph of the house 

facing Warren Street 
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Photograph of the rear elevation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph of the right side elevation facing 186 Warren Street 


